
MINUTES
CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS

ARCHITECTURAL COMMISSION MEETING
November 16, 2011

OPEN MEETING

The regular meeting of the Beverly Hills Architectural Commission was held in City Hall
Conference Room 280-A at 1:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL AT 1:03 PM

Commissioners Present: Commissioners A. Gardner-Apatow, J. Blakeley, B. Bernstein, R.
Rubins, W. Meyer, Vice Chair Rennett and Chair Cohen.

Commissioners Absent: None.

Staff Present: J. Lait, S. Rojemann, C. Gordan, and V. Randall (Community
Development).

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

ACTION:

Moved by: By Order of the Chair to approve the agenda.

AYES: Commissioners Gardner-Apatow, Blakeley, Bernstein, Rubins, Meyer,
Vice Chair Rennett and Chair Cohen.

NOES: None.

CARRIED.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE

None.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE COMMISSION

Chair Cohen reported on the Mayor’s cabinet meeting which was held earlier today.

SPEAKER: Judi Friedman, Chair of the Fine Arts Commission was present and discussed the
functionality of the Fine Arts Commission and the details of how the Fine Arts fund is endowed.
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CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES

1. The Minutes for the Meeting of October 19, 2011.

ACTION:

Moved by Order of the Chair.

That the minutes of October 19, 2011 be approved as amended.

AYES: Commissioners Gardner-Apatow, Blakeley, Bernstein, Rubins, Meyer,
Vice Chair Rennett, and Chair Cohen.

NOES: None.

CARRIED.

CONSENT ITEMS - PUBLIC HEARINGS

(The Following Item Were Moved from the Regular Agenda Continued Items to the
Consent Items.)

2. 413 North Rodeo Drive (PL 111 0947)
Request for approval of a business identification sign for G-STAR RAW at 413 North
Rodeo Drive.

Speakers: Joseph Geoghegan
Matthew Tanghe

ACTION:

Moved by Chair Cohen and seconded by Commissioner Rubins.

That the project be approved as presented with the following conditions:

1) The tower modifications (‘runway’ building) is approved as presented, however,
the architectural details (minimum %“= 1 ‘-0” scale drawings) shall be restudied
and returned to a subcommittee (composed of Commissioner Meyer,
Commissioner Bernstein and Commissioner Blakeley) for final approval.

2) The adjacent brick buildings and/or walls shall not be painted.

3) The signage details shall be returned to the subcommittee composed of
Commissioner Meyer, Commissioner Bernstein and Commissioner Blakeley for
review and direction. The signage shall then be returned to the September 21,
2011 Architectural Commission meeting for review by the full Commission.
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4) Final plans shall comply with the conditionally approved project reviewed by the
Architectural Commission on August 17, 201 1. For projects approved with project
specific conditions, a set of revised plans satisfying said conditions shall be
provided to the Planning Division prior to submitting the project to the Building
and Safety Division for permitting.

5) This approval by the Architectural Commission is for design only; the project is
subject to all applicable City regulations for the construction of the project

(including zoning, building codes and Public Works requirements.)

6) Any future modifications to this approval shall be presented to staff for a
determination as to whether the change may be approved by staff (minor) or
requires review by the Commission. Changes made without City approval may be

required to be restored to match the City approved plans.

7) Any projections within the public-right-of way shall be reviewed and approved by
the Public Works and Transportation Department.

8) A copy of the City’s approval letter shall be scanned onto the final plans.

AYES: Commissioners Gardener-Apatow, Blakeley, Bernstein, Rubins, Meyer,
Vice Chair Rennett and Chair Cohen.

NOES: None.

CARRI ED

CONTINUED ITEMS - PUBLIC HEARINGS

3. 250 North Beverly Drive (PL 111 3119)
Request for approval of a façade remodel, business identification signs and a sign
accommodation to allow signage facing the alley for FLEMINGS STEAKHOUSE at 250
North Beverly Drive.

Speakers: David Lieberman

The Commission discussed the façade remodel and signage.

ACTION:

Moved by Commissioner Rubins and seconded by Commissioner Blakeley.

That the plans be approved as presented with the following conditions:

1) Architectural Approval. Project approval is for the design-related aspects of the
project only. No approval is implied or granted with regard to applicable city
zoning or technical codes, which may require review and approval from other city
commissions or officials.
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2) Compliance with Municipal Code. Prior to issuance of a building permit, the
applicant shall demonstrate compliance with all applicable provisions of the city’s
municipal code and applicable conditions imposed by any discretionary review
approval.

3) Compliance with Special Conditions. Any special conditions that require
approval by the director of community development, or designee, shall be
submitted to the staff liaison to the commission within fourteen (14) days of
approval or prior to submittal of the plan check review application, whichever is
greater.

4) Project Rendering. Prior to issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall
incorporate into the building permit set of plans, an updated color rendering of all
building facades. The quality and detail of the rendering shall be subject to
approval from the director of community development, or designee, and shall
include sufficient design information to evaluate project compliance during
construction.

5) Approval Resolution. A copy of the signed resolution of approval shall be
scanned onto the cover sheet(s) of the building permit set of plans.

6) Substantial Compliance with Approved Plans. The director of community
development, or designee, shall determine if changes to the approved project are
in substantial compliance with the commission’s action. This determination shall
be subject to applicable fees and charges. A substantial modification to the
approved project requires approval from the Architectural Commission.

7) Validity of Permits. The rights granted by this approval shall remain valid for
three (3) years from the date of approval, unless extended pursuant to Beverly
Hills Municipal Code Section 10-3-207.

AYES: Commissioners Gardener-Apatow, Blakeley, Bernstein, Meyer, Rubins,
Vice Chair Rennett and Chair Cohen.

NOES: None.

CARRI ED

NEW BUSINESS - PUBLIC HEARINGS

4. 9988 Wilshire Boulevard (PL 111 9798)
Request for approval of a façade remodel for UNION 76 STATION at 9988 Wilshire
Boulevard

Speakers: Au Olfati

The Commission discussed the façade remodel.
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ACTION:

Moved by Commissioner Bernstein and seconded by Vice Chair Rennett.

That the plans be returned for restudy with the following comments:

The Commission questioned where the signs would be located and directed that
the signage details be provided.

> There are too many distracting elements on the façade — needs to be refined to
create a more unified design.

Consider removing the second door and continue extending the brick details
straight across the façade so as to provide definition between the shop and the
auto maintenance uses.

AYES: Commissioners Gardener-Apatow, Blakeley, Bernstein, Rubins, Meyer,
Vice Chair Rennett, and Chair Cohen.

NOES: None.

CARRIED.

5. 9640 South Santa Monica Boulevard (PL 111 8344)
Request for approval of a façade remodel and business identification for MAXFERD
JEWELRY & LOAN at 9640 South Santa Monica Boulevard.

Speakers: Nick Evenhain
Thomas Margo
R J Tarabian

The Commission discussed the façade remodel and the signage.

ACTION:

Moved by Commissioner Rubins and seconded by Commissioner Bernstein.

That the plans be returned for restudy with the following comments:

‘ The design does not have a clear intent and articulation is not present. The plans
are not adequate and there needs to be more of an architectural presentation.

The details are generic. The details should clearly show how the materials will fit
together.

> The main entry is not emphasized enough — should be more obvious.

The emergency egress door should blend more with the façade so that it ‘goes
away’.

> The business ID sign is too large and feels incomplete.



Minutes of the meeting of November 16, 2011
Architectural Commission
Page 6

The Commission requested more information on the following elements:

o Show the window display cases;

o Provide samples of the faux-window glass;

o Show signs proposed in the windows, if any;

o Provide more details on the faux-windows;

o Show details of how the stone wrapping is handled on the façade.

AYES: Commissioners Gardener-Apatow, Blakeley, Bernstein, Rubins, Meyer,
Vice Chair Rennett and Chair Cohen.

NOES: None.

CARRIED.

6. 325 South Robertson Boulevard (PL 112 9702)
Request for approval of a façade remodel and landscaping for 325 SOUTH ROBERTSON
BOULEVARD (Retail Office Building) at 325 South Robertson Boulevard.

Speakers: Craig Biggi
Darrin Morris

The Commission discussed the building façade, landscaping and signs.

ACTION:

Moved by Commissioner Rubins and seconded by Commissioner Bernstein.

That the plans be approved as presented with the following conditions:

1) All future tenant signage shall be placed only on the horizontal stainless steel
band along the front elevation. No sign shall exceed 1’-O” in height.

2) Architectural Approval. Project approval is for the design-related aspects of the
project only. No approval is implied or granted with regard to applicable city
zoning or technical codes, which may require review and approval from other city
commissions or officials.

3) Compliance with Municipal Code. Prior to issuance of a building permit, the
applicant shall demonstrate compliance with all applicable provisions of the city’s
municipal code and applicable conditions imposed by any discretionary review
approval.

4) Compliance with Special Conditions. Any special conditions that require
approval by the director of community development, or designee, shall be
submitted to the staff liaison to the commission within fourteen (14) days of
approval or prior to submittal of the plan check review application, whichever is
greater.
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approval or prior to submittal of the plan check review application, whichever is
greater.

5) Project Rendering. Prior to issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall
incorporate into the building permit set of plans, an updated color rendering of all
building facades. The quality and detail of the rendering shall be subject to
approval from the director of community development, or designee, and shall
include sufficient design information to evaluate project compliance during
construction.

6) Approval Resolution. A copy of the signed resolution of approval shall be
scanned onto the cover sheet(s) of the building permit set of plans.

7) Substantial Compliance with Approved Plans. The director of community
development, or designee, shall determine if changes to the approved project are
in substantial compliance with the commission’s action. This determination shall
be subject to applicable fees and charges. A substantial modification to the
approved project requires approval from the Architectural Commission.

8) Validity of Permits. The rights granted by this approval shall remain valid for
three (3) years from the date of approval, unless extended pursuant to Beverly
Hills Municipal Code Section 10-3-207.

AYES: Commissioner Gardner-Apatow, Blakeley, Bernstein, Rubins, Meyer, Vice
Chair Rennett and Chair Cohen.

NOES: None.

CARRIED.

7. 270 North Beverly Drive (PL 113 0075)
Request for approval of a façade remodel and business identification signs for PEI WEI
at 270 North Beverly Drive.

Speakers: Matt Clarke
Chuck Chavez

The Commission discussed the façade remodel and the business identifications signs.

ACTION:

Moved by Commissioner Rubins and seconded by Vice Chair Rennett.

That the plans be returned for restudy with the following comments:
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> The design should blend with the fabric of the City while also making a personal
statement.

The façade appears too busy and should be more elegant and needs to be
further refined.

The business ID sign should be the same distance from the corner of the building.

> The design approach is too casual for the area. Consider the context of the
street and make the project blend with that.

> The design itself is abstract to the building. The design needs to have some
pattern.

The treatment at the corner needs further development.

> The entry should be marked more clearly.

— The windows should be punched modules as opposed to banding.

- The design feels squatty.

> The equipment screen needs to Edisappear. The eye should not be drawn toward
it,

> The Commission also directed that the applicant meet with a subcommittee
composed of Commissioners Bernstein, Rubins and Meyer to review additional
design options and further refine the design.

AYES: Commissioner Gardner.-Apatow, Blakeley, Bernstein, Rubins, Meyer, Vice
Chair Rennett, and Chair Cohen.

NOES: None.

CARRIED.

8. 315 North Beverly Drive (PL 112 9879)
Request for approval of a façade remodel, a sign accommodation for multiple business
identification sign and sign accommodation for a sign facing the alley for BEVERLY HILLS
BROWNIE COMPANY at 315 North Beverly Drive.

Speakers: Bobbie Greenfield
Russel Tyner

The Commission expressed support for the awning sign and also discussed the sign
details.

ACTION:

Moved by Commissioner Rubins and seconded by Chair Cohen.

That the project be approved with the following conditions:
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1) Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the awning sign shall be returned to
staff for final review and approval.

2) Architectural Approval. Project approval is for the designrelated aspects of the
project only. No approval is implied or granted with regard to applicable city
zoning or technical codes, which may require review and approval from other city
commissions or officials.

3) Compliance with Municipal Code. Prior to issuance of a building permit, the
applicant shall demonstrate compliance with all applicable provisions of the city’s
municipal code and applicable conditions imposed by any discretionary review
approval.

4) Compliance with Special Conditions. Any special conditions that require
approval by the director of community development, or designee, shall be
submitted to the staff liaison to the commission within fourteen (14) days of
approval or prior to submittal of the plan check review application, whichever is
greater.

5) Project Rendering. Prior to issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall
incorporate into the building permit set of plans, an updated color rendering of all
building facades. The quality and detail of the rendering shall be subject to
approval from the director of community development, or designee, and shall
include sufficient design information to evaluate project compliance during
construction.

6) Approval Resolution. A copy of the signed resolution of approval shall be
scanned onto the cover sheet(s) of the building permit set of plans.

7) Substantial Compliance with Approved Plans. The director of community
development, or designee, shall determine if changes to the approved project are
in substantial compliance with the commission’s action, This determination shall
be subject to applicable fees and charges. A substantial modification to the
approved project requires approval from the Architectural Commission.

8) Validity of Permits. The rights granted by this approval shall remain valid for
three (3) years from the date of approval, unless extended pursuant to Beverly
Hills Municipal Code Section 10-3-207.

AYES: Commissioner Gardner-Apatow, Bernstein, Rubins, Meyer, Vice Chair
Rennett and Chair Cohen.

NOES: None.

ABSTAINED: Commissioner Blakeley.

CARRI ED.
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9. 475 North Beverly Drive (PL 112 9851)
Request for approval of a façade remodel, open air dining elements, a business
identification sign and a sign accommodation for a sign facing private property for
CHIPOLTE at 475 North Beverly Drive.

Speakers: Jason Somers
Paul Gioh

The Commission expressed concerns regarding the scale of the signs.

ACTION:

Moved by Chair Cohen and seconded by Commissioner Rubins.

That the project be approved with the following conditions:

1) Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the signage details shall return to a
subcommittee composed of Commissioners Bernstein, Blakeley and Rubins for
final review and approval.

2) Architectural Approval. Project approval is for the design-related aspects of the
project only. No approval is implied or granted with regard to applicable city
zoning or technical codes, which may require review and approval from other city
commissions or officials.

3) Compliance with Municipal Code. Prior to issuance of a building permit, the
applicant shall demonstrate compliance with all applicable provisions of the city’s
municipal code and applicable conditions imposed by any discretionary review
approval.

4) Compliance with Special Conditions. Any special conditions that require
approval by the director of community development, or designee, shall be
submitted to the staff liaison to the commission within fourteen (14) days of
approval or prior to submittal of the plan check review application, whichever is
greater.

5) Project Rendering. Prior to issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall
incorporate into the building permit set of plans, an updated color rendering of all
building facades. The quality and detail of the rendering shall be subject to
approval from the director of community development, or designee, and shall
include sufficient design information to evaluate project compliance during
construction.

6) Approval Resolution. A copy of the signed resolution of approval shall be
scanned onto the cover sheet(s) of the building permit set of plans.

7) Substantial Compliance with Approved Plans. The director of community
development, or designee, shall determine if changes to the approved project are
in substantial compliance with the commission’s action. This determination shall
be subject to applicable fees and charges. A substantial modification to the
approved project requires approval from the Architectural Commission.
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8) Validity of Permits. The rights granted by this approval shall remain valid for
three (3) years from the date of approval, unless extended pursuant to Beverly
Hills Municipal Code Section 10-3-207.

AYES: Commissioner Gardner-Apatow, Bernstein, Rubins, Meyer, Vice Chair
Rennett and Chair Cohen.

NOES: Commissioner Blakeley.

CARRIED.

(Commissioner Gardner-Apatow was excused from the meeting at 5:00 pm)

10. 441 North Rodeo Drive (PL 112 9963)
Request for approval of a sign accommodation to allow multiple business identification
signs and to allow business identification signs facing private property for FREY WILLIE at
441 North Rodeo Drive.

Speakers: Cosimo Pizzulli

The Commission expressed concerns about the number of signs.

ACTION:

Moved by Commissioner Rubins and seconded by Commissioner Bernstein.

That the plans be approved with the following conditions:

1) Prior to the issuance of a building permit for any exterior modifications the logos
proposed on the face of the awnings shall be reduced to a maximum of 14” in
height and the vertical window signs along the Rodeo Drive and the north facing
display windows shall be removed (both the business name and graphic). In
place of the vertical windows signs, the applicant may install additional display
cases to match the approved display cases (signage included).

2) Architectural Approval. Project approval is for the design-related aspects of the
project only. No approval is implied or granted with regard to applicable city
zoning or technical codes, which may require review and approval from other city
commissions or officials.

3) Compliance with Municipal Code. Prior to issuance of a building permit, the
applicant shall demonstrate compliance with all applicable provisions of the city’s
municipal code and applicable conditions imposed by any discretionary review
approval.

4) Compliance with Special Conditions. Any special conditions that require
approval by the director of community development, or designee, shall be
submitted to the staff liaison to the commission within fourteen (14) days of
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approval or prior to submittal of the plan check review application, whichever is
greater.

5) Project Rendering. Prior to issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall
incorporate into the building permit set of plans, an updated color rendering of all
building facades. The quality and detail of the rendering shall be subject to
approval from the director of community development, or designee, and shall
include sufficient design information to evaluate project compliance during
construction.

6) Approval Resolution. A copy of the signed resolution of approval shall be
scanned onto the cover sheet(s) of the building permit set of plans.

7) Substantial Compliance with Approved Plans. The director of community
development, or designee, shall determine if changes to the approved project are
in substantial compliance with the commission’s action. This determination shall
be subject to applicable fees and charges. A substantial modification to the
approved project requires approval from the Architectural Commission.

8) Validity of Permits. The rights granted by this approval shall remain valid for
three (3) years from the date of approval, unless extended pursuant to Beverly
Hills Municipal Code Section 1 03-207.

AYES: Commissioner Blakeley, Bernstein, Rubins, Meyer and Chair Cohen.

NOES: None.

ABSTAIN: Vice Chair Rennett,

ABSENT: Commissioner GardnerApatow

CARRIED.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE ARCHITECTURAL COMMISSION
• Meeting Recap Discussion

No action taken on this item,.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
• Report from the City Planner

No action taken on this item
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ADJOURNMENT

THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 5:53 PM

PASSED and approved this 18th day of JANUARY, 2012

B. COHEN, CHAIR


